THE NEW RUSSIAN: LEISURE
universally operative, its workings can only be
measured exactly by the scientific process of ab-
straction, involving isolation of conditions relevant to
special functions, and by controlled experiment.
Now die vital distinction between the universalistic
period and the new, post-Renaissance fotms of
thought, is simply that the results of the former are
static, whilst those of the latter are dynamic. The
results of purely speculative inquiry, carried out
without the processes of experimentation and veri-
fication, are the creations of individual philosophers,
who, with their disciples and schools and their in-
fluence upon conduct, live and die like the schools of
art history. They perish, not as individual creations
but as contributions to any fund of growing know-
ledge. The results of scientific experiment, however,
are cumulative. Experiment refutes certain pro-
positions, which are cast aside, holds others in abey-
ance and vindicates yet others. In course of time the
latter serve as the premises of still further experi-
mentation, and so on indefinitely. Each experiment,
therefore, unlike each school of philosophy or art,
stands directly, in time, upon the shoulders of its
predecessors. The links in the chain are never broken.
The very existence, however, of a cumulatively
growing body of knowledge, a state of afiairs in which
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